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THE POET'S CORNER 
From time to time, Word Ways receives a variety of short poems 
related to recreational linguistics, s,ome original J others previously
'.
1 
published. As poetic output cannot be easily predicted, these will be 
presented on an irregular basis. 
Frederick Landers of Fremont, California wrote the following dur­
ing the summer 1979 gasoline shortage: 
Are you bored when inching toward gasoline yOU can 1 t afford? 
Make time pass a great deal faster waiting for a tank of gas: 
Make a pal indrome or two - - I can do it, so can you! 
A GAS SAGA. " SENILE LINES ... 
But, if you're less talented, here's what you can do instead: 
EMIT SAP AS A PASTIME 
Jay A mes of Toronto, Canada sent in the following tautonymic 
crambo (definitions given at the end) : 
The aye-aye 
Neve r makes no fus s 
Where cuscus goes to sleep; 
The tsetse hums her hymn of death 
Where dik-dik lightly leap; 
The bulbul 
Sings bright, nightly lays 
No motmot ever hears; 
While matamata 
Slowly swims 
In wet warm hemispheres; 
T hough lava-lavas 
Mi.ght be worn 
Where kavakava's grown, 
You'll find more Mau Mau 
On the moonI 
Than tutus in Tyrone.1 
aye-aye - nocturnal lemur in Madagascar 
cuscus - Australian marsupial 
tsetse - a disease-bearing Oy of central and southern Africa 
dik-dik - a small east Africa antelope 
bulbul - a Persian nightingale 
motmot - a bird of the tropical forest from Mexico to Brazil 
matamata - a turtle of Guiana and northern Brazil 
lava-lava - a Samoan 0 r Tongan calico waistcloth 
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kavakava - an Australian pepper plant from which an intoxicating Diptych T beverage is made 
Mau Mau - a Kenyan terrorist group of the 19505 advocating native rule T 
tutu - a short ballet skirt Sl 
D 
Walter Shedlofsky' s Anachuttle is based on a figure of speech: 1\1 
News sources obfuscate tr ite meanings nea r, noo- cleanse; T 
Obscure, like xenon, words contradict to bind case. 
T 
C rue1 maste r yielding alms becomes a kind base. B 
Often unsure motive emphasizes blight lack. y 
Yellow hints opine threat is merely a li~ht black. D 
Oomph gossilJ, r apt ove r ho ne yITloon by r onic , Labyrinth L 
Reports maid outlandish will be boon moronic. s 
E 
Murky advice 'notes. with tale from endowed proxy, (J 
Infer turgid idler left wife for proud doxy. b 
Xanthic news could contend thi s verse was clear nonsense. 
S 
Martin Gardner sent in an ABC poem by John UpdLke (from The h 
Carpentered Hen and Othe r Tarrle Creatures) ; note that it actually F 
rhymes! h 
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. Here are a pair of word-palindromes on Theseus and the Mtnotaur, 
the first by Dick Ringle r from the July 1977 Scientific Ame rican maga­
zine, the second an unpublished one by Patrick Hunt: 
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Diptych	 To The seus ~ l:"inding no Minotaur 
Thread the chaos, pattern the despair.
 
Shadows loom and war ry you:
 
Dead hope, and empty heaven, and now ba re
 
Meadows - - fearful! but all pe r spective true.
 
To Pene]ope~ Weaving in Autumn 
True perspective all. but fearful! meadows
 
Bare now, and heaven empty, and hope dead,
 
You worry and loom shadows.
 
Despair the pattern, chaos the thread.
 
Labyrinth	 Light to dark in winding thread out 
saw Theseus unpuzzled through maze. 
Bold Was he, war past I to take his victory 
(rom Minotaur, the end so feared he had 
before challenge met Theseus so. 
So Theseus met challenge before,
 
had he feared? So end the Minotaur.
 
From victory his take to past War
 
he was bold. Maze through unpuzzled
 
saw Theseus out thread winding in dark to light.
 
The following poem has been adapted from an item sent in by Ralph 
Beaman of Boothwyn, Pennsylvania some time ago: 
At the zoo I chanced to eye
 
An Ai suspended in a tree;
 
As Aye-Aye made a face at me,
 
The sleek Aiai-ai soared on high.
 
Aye or nay, it cannot be!
 
A four-eyes I shall never see.
 
Not so! According to Webster ' s Third, a four-eyes is (1) a 
person wearing spectacles, and (2) a fish belonging to the 
genus Anableps. 
Ai - a three-toed sloth (also, ai is a variant of Ayu, a Japanese sweetfish) 
Aye-aye - a nocturnal lemur from Madagascar 
A iaiai - variant of Ajaja J the roseate spoonbill 
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